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Essential features that missions should hold
Global challenges should outline citizens’ needs and 
foster collaborations among multiple actors. The 
new proposed Mission-oriented approach should be 
transversal and with a clear focus on global challenges 
that address societal needs. Once this directionality 

1 
while encompassing social sciences and humanities 

approaches that pursue sustainability and inclusiveness 
will be needed. As well as looking towards improving 

2

new directions for change and offering added value 

missions would have the same economical weight or see 
the same rate of growth. 

 
 

and innovation led-growth. Missions are not broad 
challenges nor sector or technologies, there must be 
concrete problems solved by different sectors tackling a 
challenge they must be a vehicle for setting a 
knowledge-based growth economy, towards the kind of 
society we pursue.

mission-oriented innovation approach will depend on 
the risk taken and the obtained impact across society3. 
IBEC suggests the European Commission to use a 
combination of bottom-up and top-down instruments 
(combing low and high TRLs) to build up this mission 

on the most recent insights in science and technology 
should be selected.

The mission can be a good coordination envelope 
cluste ing for a
common goal. This approach can result in focus areas 
that can actuate across FP9 work programs with a cross-
cutting nature (  

  be  
 

,  

implemented is another 
  Global 

enclosing  
t  

contributing
to a mission.

IBEC’s agrees with the  selected by 
 

 
 

 
realistic missions should not carry so much weight 

 
Finding intermediate goals to measure impact is a 

 
 

portfolios (containing high TRLs). This kind of follow- 
,  

milestones have not been achieved, is detrimental to 
 it 

unsuitable for these measures. We only foresee this 
 

 
 
 

model combining both systems (less reporting and more 
 

 
reports and meetings.

Public engagement seems to be a crucial feature for 
 

 
design)4. European civil society is pretty conscient 

 
community knows the capabilities and the progress 

,  
an disclose  a 

trilateral co-design among these three groups of 
 

mission. Limiting the co-design to only some of them 
might be inconvenient for FP9’s future.
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4 Mission-Oriented Research and Innovation Policy: A RISE Perspective. 
European Comission. 2018
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portfolios between the different pillars and work 
programmes among FP9. If it pretends to be even more 

governance
learned from other similar initiatives should be applied 

without regional and national authorities’ commitment 

envisaged. 

 
only funding private bodies with public money is an 
important asset for this mission approach5. For that 

 
a  

 
settled for the 

rest of work programmes should regulate missions, 
avoiding unclear scenarios. 

pro-active participant in the co-design of this mission-

Evolution plus Revolution 

process/technology development/innovation in a certain 
area and “Transforming missions” with transformative 
potential for society6. This mission approach must be 

points out very wisely to preserve feasibility and 

evolution and revolution can co-exist nurturing EU with 
simultaneous growths at different speeds.

Size matters
Recent reports have addressed the granularity of the 
missions on a scope basis3

narrow might be an advantage to implement missions 

said about the dimension of these missions. Are we 

other running initiatives? We understand that different 
 

thresholds could be applied to be able to cluster 
the needed instruments within these ‘new focus 
areas’, and to assure a certain commitment of 
accomplishment  

 
 
 

relevance, as candidates reinforcing the mission-oriented 
approach to global challenges (focused on societal 

)
more the moon-shot concept that is being sought.

Needs and Wills
Which challenges will be addressed is also another 
key aspect. One of the European Union principles is 

 
 

action satisfactorily, and when added value can be 
provided. s

 
 will the Commission fund 

issues that are relevant for European society but not 
properly addressed, or will they bend to the media’s hot 
topics and bandwagons?

CONTACT:

Institute for Bioengineering of Catalonia (IBEC)

www.ibecbarcelona.eu
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